THE YOUNG MELBOURNE
secretive, each successive impression he made seemed
to contradict the last.
Yet each impression was a true one. The outward
paradox mirrored accurately the paradox within. His
new mildness of demeanour, for example, was no
pretence. As with age he grew more independent of
other people's opinions, native fastidiousness began to
modify family custom. The Lamb robustness re-
mained, but refined into a charming brusquerie.
Experience, too, had softened him. It is the proof of
his essential fineness of disposition, that he profited by
suffering. The difficulties of his private, the dis-
appointments of his public life, so far from hardening
him, had taught him to be tolerant in practice as well
as in theory. Further, the unsatisfactory spectacle of
his own career disposed him to look kindly on the
shortcomings of others. Profoundly unegotistic, he
judged the rest of the world as he would judge him-
self.
But he was not at one with himself. On the contrary,
maturity had only intensified the discord within him.
His intellectual judgment was more cynically realistic
than ever. All he had seen of the world confirmed him
in his view that it was ruled mainly by folly, vanity,
and selfishness. This is the burden of almost every
observation on human nature in his notebook:
"Your friends praise your abilities to the skies.
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